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May 5th is Giving Tuesday Now

To donate, just click on the
big blue box above.

Thank you!

#GivingTuesdayNow is a global day of
giving and unity as an emergency
response to the unprecedented need
caused by COVID-19. The day is
designed to drive an influx of
generosity, citizen engagement,
business and philanthropy activation,
and support for communities and
nonprofits around the world. This
global movement emphasizes
opportunities to give back to
communities and causes in safe ways
that allow for social connection even
while practicing physical distancing. 

Coronavirus Update
The Refuge is open from sunrise to sunset but the
Visitor Center is closed until further notice. All
programs are cancelled. Fees are also suspended
at this time.

Steve Thompson Wildlife Drive (formerly Bayside)
is closed to all activity. Please remain on
designated trails when on the refuge and practice
the recommended guidelines in effect for your
safety and the safety of others. Remember, cell
service is limited in many areas of the refuge.

Check the Facebook pages for any updates before
heading out to the refuge as changes may be
necessary due to the pandemic.

For additional information call 956-244-2019,
contact Christopher Quezada at
christopher_quezada@fws.gov or read the official
statement at savetexasocelots.net

https:
https://now.firespring.com/nonprofits/friends-of-laguna-atascosa-national-wildlife-refuge
https://www.texasocelots.com/
https://www.facebook.com/VivatheOcelot/
https://www.facebook.com/LagunaAtascosaNWR/


Redhead Duck Photo Credit: Steve Sinclair

Spring Migration at Laguna Atascosa NWR

Spring Bird Migration is peaking here at
Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife Refuge!
Over 400 species of birds have been
recorded on the refuge. The high number is
because the refuge is part of two main
flyways: the Mississippi and Central. These
flyways funnel thousands of migratory
species in route to wintering or nesting
destinations. Specifically, the refuge was
founded in 1946 after a mass land transfer
from the War Department to the Bureau of
Sport and Fisheries following WWII (now,
Department of Defense and USFWS) to
preserve wetland habitat for wintering
waterfowl and other migratory birds such as
redheaded ducks.

Here are some other fun links to checkout:
https://birdcast.info/live-migration-maps/
https://maps.journeynorth.org/

Photo Credit: Chuck Lorenz
Above, Bullock's Oriole

Note: Many birds have already migrated
north. The next chance for migration magic
begins in the Fall.

Photo Credits: Chuck Lorenz
Above, top to bottom: Kentucky Warbler,
Painted Bunting, Summer Tanager

Earth Day Photo Contest: Winners

https://birdcast.info/live-migration-maps/
https://maps.journeynorth.org/


We hope you had a great Earth Day! We are
excited to share with you the winners from our
photo contest to celebrate the 50th anniversary of
this very important day. Thank you to everyone
who submitted photos!

Congratulations to:
"Earth Day Art" Winners: Rochelle and Chloe, they
worked on it together!
"Recycling Fun" Winner: Laurie Robell
"Nature Patterns" Winner: Mary Jo Bogatto
"Backyard Discoveries" Winner: Jacqueline Arias, with her picture of a Clay-colored thrush
in McAllen, TX.

Giving Back to Our Community
FLANWR Secretary Joyce Hamilton and FLANWR volunteers Cathy Harrington and
Virginia Vineyard are helping the Valley Baptist Medical Center (VBMC) by sewing cloth
masks for hospital staff. These amazing ladies were able to make 36 ocelot print masks for
the hospital! FLANWR is hopeful that these masks will be put to good use at VBMC and
will help reduce the spread of COVID-19. 

Thank you, VMBC Staff!



Joyce Virginia Cathy

Other Fun Resources:
Check out South Padre Island Birding, Nature & Alligator Sanctuary on Facebook for
cool nature videos: https://www.facebook.com/SPIbirding/
Check out our friends at Sea Turtle, Inc.,YouTube Programs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5yZp8ub6ZU&feature=emb_title

LANWR Visitor's Center Closed
Refuge Open

Sunrise to Sunset 

New Ocelot License Plate Available

Save Texas Ocelots
The last remaining ocelots in the United
States are found only in Texas. You can
help save these beautiful endangered cats
and help spread the word about
protecting Texas Ocelots by buying this
specialty license plate for your vehicle for
only $30.00 additional. 
Friends of Laguna Atascosa National
Wildlife Refuge receives $22.00 from the
sale of every Save Texas Ocelots license
plate, 100% of which goes to Ocelot
Conservation. Buy Now

Adopt an Ocelot
Ocelots need your help. You can Adopt an
Ocelot to help our population of
endangered cats survive and thrive in
South Texas. Adopt Now

Show your Laguna Pride

https://www.facebook.com/SPIbirding/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5yZp8ub6ZU&feature=emb_title
https://renew.txdmv.gov/Renew/SpecialPlateOrderServlet?grpid=60&pltid=368
https://www.texasocelots.com/donate-1


Our store is temporarily closed and we are unable to take any orders at this time. If
you have any questions, email us at friendsoflagunaatascosa@gmail.com.

Front of shirt

Our new t-shirt, of wicking material, comes
in lots of sizes:
Youth - Small, Medium, Large
Women's - Extra Small to Extra Large
Unisex - Small to XXXXL

Also, available in long sleeve, adult sizes
only, Small to XXL

Back of shirt

Proudly printed locally!

Laguna Atascosa
National Wildlife Refuge

22688 Buena Vista Rd.
Los Fresnos, TX   78566

956-244-2019  
 

Refuge remains open daily,
sunrise-sunset

Refuge Fees Currently Suspended

Go to the Refuge Site

mailto:friendsoflagunaatascosa@gmail.com
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/laguna_atascosa/

